Dear friends and honored guests,

| would like to warmly welcome you to the third edition of Ita-
lianexpo Iraq 2009.

Greetings to all the Italian and Kurdish dignitaries present:
the Minister of Trade for the Autonomous Region of Kurdistan
Mr. Mohammed Raouf Mohammed, the President of the Erbil
International Expo Mr. Abdullah A. Abdulraheem, the Perso-
nal Advisor to Undersecretary Adolfo Urso - MISE Congres-
sman Dario Rivolta, the General Director for the promotion of
trade and MISE internationalization policies Mr. Pietro Celli,
Ambassador Maurizio Melani, Director of the Italian Institute
of Foreign Trade in Amman Mr. Mauro Mariani, President of
the Milan Trade Fair Mr. Michele Perini, the Bishop of Erbil
Monsignor Rabban Al Qas, and representatives of the Lom-
bardy Region, Promos, and Chambers of Commerce.

| want to extend a special greeting to all the Italian exhibitors
present who, despite the difficult situation created by the glo-
bal economic crisis, strongly believe and invest in this coun-
try. Many thanks to the media present today.

| am very proud to be here again at Erbil, and | would like to
share with you the achievements and activities that have
taken place since the first edition in 2007:

- Once a private trade fair created by my company Axis, Ita-
lianexpo Iraq is now a B2B event supported by the Italian
Government and endorsed by the Ministry of Economic De-
velopment.

- The exhibition area has doubled, and today more than 100
exhibitors are participating.

- 622,535,172.00 euros was the volume of business for Ita-
lian companies participating in the last edition.

- More than 20,000 Italian companies were contacted
through direct mailing for this edition.

- The information campaign included a ministerial circular let-
ter to 106 Chambers of Commerce, 20 Chamber of Com-
merce Associations, 257 Trade Associations, and 81 Export
Consortia.

- Confindustria, Assafrica & Mediterraneo, Anima, Agricoma,
Assofertilizzanti, A.I.C.A., UIR, Promos, and Regional Institu-
tions, among others, provided their full support and coopera-
tion.

This confirms the importance of the relations between ltaly
and Iraq and the need to “create a system.”

The presence of our Small and Mid-sized Industries, Large
Groups, and public and private institutions points us in the
right direction for the purpose of promoting fine Italian-made
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products and supporting exports in Irag and Iraqgi Kurdistan
with whom we have a fraternal bond due to the greater dia-
log and partnerships established between ltalian and Iraqi-
Kurdish entrepreneurs.

Today we are all here for two fundamental reasons. The first
is our relationship with Irag and our determination to pursue
this path fueled by our desire to work together. The second is
our eagerness to launch a message of trust and optimism in
a critical period. We need trust and optimism to restart the glo-
bal economy and to recover the vitality that inspires our ideas
and drives our actions and business activities.

| am convinced that Italianexpo Iraq 2009 will be a unique
opportunity for Kurdish and Iragi executives, technicians, and
professionals to meet the Italian companies in the expo, ex-
pand their knowledge, establish a dialogue, and embark upon
new relations.

Before officially inaugurating this expo, | want to thank eve-
ryone who helped make this third edition possible.

| especially want to thank the true supporters and driving
force behind ltalianexpo Iraq 2009: all the entrepreneurs and
companies who came here to represent various sectors of
excellence: from WELCOME STYLE and FUTURE BUILDING
to TECH & FOOD and INNOVATION FARM. Thanks to them,
we will have a chance to see and admire products, services,
and technologies of high quality that reveal elegant design,
style, and safety. These Italian-made products have allowed
us to excel on the international marketplace.

| sincerely thank the entrepreneurs and companies that wan-
ted to be a part of this experience and believe in a new mar-
ket with the spirit of those who are determined and eager to
do business and develop together, as companies and as
people.

United by the same determination and inspired by trust and
optimism, my hope and dream is to do great things and to
find the solutions and instruments for achieving them.

| wish you all the best in your endeavors!

Angelo Caspani
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